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For this first-time novelist,
it was a triumphant return

F

Hagen signed a book for Roscille Boomgaarden at
the museum Sunday afternoon. With them was Ella
Carlsson, Hagen’s publicist.

Hagen spoke at the Baudette Public Library Saturday afternoon. A crowd that started out
well under 20 expanded to well over 25 by the time the session ended.

Madie Draper and Jennifer Whitfield were the roses
in “Beauty and the Beast” this past weekend.

Berit Bringsjord in the lead role of Beauty and assorted roses and gargoyles in the garden ot the
Beast.
ABOVE:
Gretta Moeller as Claire
in “Beauty and the
Beast” last weekend.

or attorney and, now, novelist Carla Hagen, you
would have to call it a triumphant return. Hagen
spoke to and with members of very enthusiastic
audiences at a series of well-attended book-signing sessions held in Baudette last weekend.
The occasion was the pre-release of her novel “Hand Me
Down My Walking Cane”. It is a story centered in the Faunce
area in the darkest days of the Depression, in the mid-to-late
1930s. That also happened to be the time of the resettlement,
a time when the federal government was moving people out of
the forest areas of Lake of the Woods County and into slightly
more settled areas of this youngest and most remote of Minnesota’s 87 counties.
The first shipment of books arrived, she said, on Friday,
just before she left her home in the Twin Cities for the pre-release sessions in Baudette.
The resettlement, she said at a program at the Baudette
Public Library Friday afternoon, “is a story that hasn’t been
fictionalized before. … I just thought it was a story that
should be told.”
The novel was several years in the making. She began her
first draft in 2001, she said. That first draft was completed in
2002.
“It was very rough,” she said. “I revised it six or seven
times over the years.”
She started trying to sell it in about 2008 and, over a period
of years of effort, finally hooked up with North Star Press in
the Twin Cities a couple of years ago.
“After that, things moved very fast,” she says.
An attorney with Hennepin County, Hagen holds a Master
of Fine Arts degree from Hamline University as well as her
law degree.
She has been, as she says, “writing all my life.”
This, though, is her first novel.
“I will probably write a sequel,” she says.
Hagen was born and raised in Baudette, and those book
signing sessions that also included some readings from sections of the novel, drew quite a few of those with whom she
attended school here.
Saturday’s programs, first at the Smiling Moon and then at
the library, drew very nice-size, very appreciative crowds.
Sunday’s session at the museum was the best, though. It
brought in well over 50 people -- an exceptional crowd for
anything related to the arts in this area -- and lasted easily the
two hours for which it was scheduled.
Local distribution of the novel, when it is officially released, is still to be determined. Check with Marlys Hirst at
the Lake of the Woods County Museum for more information.
For this author and “local girl made good”, it was quite a
triumphant weekend return to her home town.
-- John Oren
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